
Pompidouplans to goglobal :

focus is

Brazil
,

India
,

China
President looks to

extendthebrandthrough a
network

of

rotatinggalleries

PARIS . TheCentrePompidou is

looking to expandabroadwith a

chain of galleriesthatwillcarry
theflagshipFrenchinstitution' s

brand . AlainSeban
,

thepresident
of theCentrePompidou , saysthat
museums

,

universitiesandeven

shoppingmallscouldhost
exhibitions

of itemsdrawn fromthe
Paris-based institution' s 72
,000strongcollection of modernand

contemporary art .
Seban plans to

establish a network of
sites

,

each

measuringaround 2 ,000sq . m to

3 ,000sq . m

,

forperiods of

betweenthreeandfiveyears.
Theambitiousmovewilldraw

comparisonswiththeSolomon
R

. GuggenheimFoundation
,

whichhasestablished a global
network of

museums in
New

York
,

Venice
,

BilbaoandBerlin
,

withanotheroutpostdue to open
in

AbuDhabi' s Saadiyatcultural
district in 2017

(

seebelow
)

,

and
anotherproposed in

Helsinki.
" TheGuggenheimmodel of

expansionwasbasedonreplicating
theNewYorkoriginal : flagship
architecture

, cutting-edge
temporaryexhibitions

,

a modest

display of thepermanent
collection andthefantasticappeal of

thebrand
,

" Sebansays .

"

Weare

taking a moremodestapproach ,

withtemporaryprojects in

existing
venueslikemuseums

[

and
]

universities
,

butwhynothistori

AlainSeban
,

at
thePompidou-Metz

,

wants to
sendthecollection to

museums
,

universities
,

evenmalls

calmonuments
,

former
industrial facilities or shoppingmalls?
Wewilldrawonthescope of our
collection

,
[

which is

]

thebest in

Europe ,

andthestrength of our
ownbrand. "

Hewouldnotbedrawnon
exactlocationsabroadbut indicates
thathe is targetingBric

(

Brazil
,

Russia
,

India
,

China
)

countries
withgrowing economiesand

artscenes .

"

This is a strategyfor
expanding internationally into
territoriesthatcanaim to create
theirowncontemporaryart
brands .

CountriessuchasChina
,

IndiaandBrazil
,

forinstance
,

can

developsuchbrands in the
future.

" Suchventuresabroad
wouldrequire a

"

fee
"

to facilitate

funding ,

Sebansays.
This is notthefirsttimethe

Pompidou hastried
to

branchout
overseas . In

2007
,

thethen
presidentBrunoRacinesaidhe
expected a museumcarryingthe
Pompidou' s

name to open in

Shanghaibefore2010 . The
programming was to bedetermined

bythePompidou . Thelocation
chosenforthenewmuseumwas
a formerfirestation in theLuwan

district' s HuaihaiPark . Butthe
schemenevermaterialised
because of

difficultnegotiations
withtheChineseauthorities : the
mainobstaclewasthelack

of a

legalframework for a non-profit
foreign institution to operate in

China
(

TheArtNewspaper ,

October2007
, p15 )

. A joint
attemptbytheGuggenheim andthe

CentrePompidou ,

in conjunction
withthedeveloperDynamicStar
International

,

to operatethe
plannedculturalfacilities in

the
WestKowloonculturaldistrict in

HongKongby2018wasalso
thwarted.

ThePompidou' s partnership
withtheKingAbdulazizCentre
forWorldCulture

,

anarts

complex incorporating a
museum to

bebuiltin
theSaudiArabiancity

of
Dhahranby2013

,

alsoseems

to havestalled .

"

SaudiAramco

[

thestate-ownedoilcompany
behindtheproject ]

is reviewing the

proposition ;

thisprocess is

currently sloweddownby a general

budgetreview
,

" Sebansays .

The
CentrePompidouoriginally
agreedto

assist
in twoareas :

temporary exhibitionprogrammes
andtraining.

At home
, though ,

the
Pompidou' s profilehasnever
beenhigher . In 2011

,

the

Beaubourg gallerydrew a
record3.6

millionvisitors
,

an increase of

40%% in
fiveyears . TheCentre

Pompidou-Metz ,

thenorthern
Frenchsatellitewhichopened in

May2010
,

had555 ,000visitors
lastyear.
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CONTINUEDFROM
PI

Seban
is talking to local

authorities acrossFranceabout
creatinganequivalentchain

of

Pompidou-brandedgalleries ,

which
,

hesays ,

wouldbepartof

"

le
servicepublique

"

and
thereforemainlystate-funded . He is

buoyedbythesuccess of the
mobileCentrePompidou ,

which
begantouringtheFrenchprovinces
lastyear . Thetravelling
exhibition

,

drawnfromthecollection
,

of 15worksbyartistsincluding
Picasso

, LegerandCalder
,

attractedmore than35 ,000visitors
overthreemonthsduringitsfirst
stop in Chaumont

(

HauteMarne
)

,

northernFrance . The
mobilemuseummoveson to

Boulogne-sur-Mer in Junewith
plans to visitLeHavreand
Nantes in 2013.

RollingoutthePompidou
brand

at homeandabroad is key
to Seban' s strategy , especiallyas

,

hesays ,

therearerestrictionson
enlargingtheParismothership.
"

Wecannotbuildpermanent
satellitesbecause of theeconomy
andwecannotexpandtheCentre

Pompidou in Paris . Ouraim is to

focusonthemainbuilding ,

which
needsrenovation.

"

Arguablytherealrevolution is

takingplaceonline
,

withSeban
sayingthattheVirtualCentre
Pompidou ,

due to golivelaterthis
year ,

willdifferfromother
museumwebsites in that it adopts

"

a

content-drivenapproach . Any
contentproducedbytheCentre
Pompidou ,

fromcatalogues to

interviewswithartistsandcurators
,

willbetransferredautomatically
ontoournewwebplatform ,

whichwillactas a digitalmirror
to theCentrePompidou.

"

Thisstrategyalsoincludes

reevaluating howshows
of

works
fromthecollectiondovetailwith
bigtemporaryexhibitions .

"

We
need to rethinkthemodel of

Pompidouplans to goglobal : Brazil
,

India
,

China
blockbustershowsandfocus
moreontheidea of the
permanentcollection . Wecould

,

for
instance

,

rotatethecollection
morequickly to create a series of

`mini-shows' thatwillblurthe
boundariesbetweentemporary
exhibitionsandthepermanent
collection

,

"

Sebansays . Talk of

dividingthecollection is also
premature ,

hestresses .

"

In 2013
,

wewillfocusonglobalisationon
themodernandcontemporary
artfloors

of
theCentre

Pompidou .
It wouldbe a huge

mistake to splitthecollection
intotwonowsinceourcollection
of non-Westernmodernart is

amongthebest in theworld. "

Meanwhile
,

a JeffKoons

retrospectiveorganisedwithNew
York' s WhitneyMuseum of

AmericanArtandtheMuseum
of ContemporaryArt

,

Los
Angeles ,

is due to openat
the

CentrePompidou in 2014 . -

GarethHams

N° and issue date : 235 - 01/05/2012

Circulation : 22000

Frequency : Bimonthly

TheArtNewspaper_235_1_301.pdf

Web Site: http://www.theartnewspaper.com

Page : 7

Size : 80 %

696 cm2

Copyright (The Art Newspaper )

No reproduction without authorisation

2 / 2

Page 3


